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Propositions 
 
1. During the twentieth century, a state-centric form of social organisation and a pyramidal format 
in the structure of social movements in Chile can be observed. From the 1980s onwards - and 
particularly during the 2011 cycle of mobilisations – new and more autonomous forms of 
collective action emerged vis-à-vis political parties and the state. 
  
2. Widely used during the twentieth century, mass mobilisation as a form of participation was 
replaced from the end of the 1980s onwards by electoral mobilisation and more privatised, 
atomized and individualised participation. 
 
3. The influence of three important factors that made demobilisation easier must be added to the 
superposition of new and traditional structures: the collective post-trauma inherited from the 
dictatorial regime, the paradigm of governability put into practice by the coalition governments 
and neoliberal modernisation that was consolidated during the transition.  
 
4. The military regime in Chile represented a social trauma after the direct or indirect exposure of 
many citizens to different violent situations. Its impact was multidimensional and led to a 
climate of silence, oblivion and denial following the military regime. 
 
5.   Social deactivation is the result of a defined paradigm of governability conditioned by the main 
features of the transition process. This included the prevailing role of the elite and strong 
control of social organisations and movements by both the government and political parties. 
 
6. The impact of the neoliberal capitalist revolution driven by Pinochet was profound. It produced 
an important change to the productive structure, the class system, forms of social integration 
and radically transformed the pre-existing relationships between the state and civil society.  
 
7. Imposing a neoliberal model meant strengthening the market’s regulatory role, reducing state 
intervention and the rise of technocracy. In the same way, it reinforced individualism and 
eradicated the institutional foundations that facilitated in the past the formation of collective 
subjects. 
 
8. The mobilisation and demobilisation of civil society are two sides of the same coin. In each new 
wave of activation and deactivation, political practices, culture and the framework of norms and 
values in which such events take place are redefined.  
 
9. Political, psychological and economic factors were important in inhibiting any possible 
mobilising action during the democratic transition in Chile. At the same time, they made up the 
components of a new socio-political matrix and the new identities that made the 2011 cycle of 
mobilisations viable. 
 
10. The influence of dictatorial trauma defined a certain way of doing politics and the relationship 
between the parties and their citizen base. Fear of instability among the Concertación coalition 
resulted in hyper-governability, an aversion to conflict and the exacerbation of the agreements’ 
dynamics.  
  
11. Mobilisations only become visible when determined conflicts or specific circumstances allow it; 
otherwise they remain in a state of latency or potential mobilisation. This does not imply 
inactivity, but rather the construction and reconstruction of new forms of collective action. 
 
   
 
